LOTHAIR".                                 I6l

And if 1 do, may I give yon a star ? *

* If it be symbolical.'

* But of what ? '

Of an heroic purpose.*

* But what is an heroic purpose ?'  exclaimed Lothair.
* Instead of being here to-night, I ought perhaps to have
been present at a religious function of the highest and
deepest import, which might have influenced my destiny
and led to something heroic.    But my mind is uncertain
and unsettled.    I speak to you without reserve, for my
heart always entirely opens to you, and I have a sort of
anlimited confidence in your judgment.    Besides, I have
never forgotten what you said at Oxford about religion:
that you could not conceive, society without religion.    Ifc
is what I feel myself, and most strongly; and yet there
never was a period when religion was so assailed.    There
is no doubt the Atheists are bolder, are more completely
organised, both as to intellectual and even physical force,
than ever was known.   I have heard that from the highest
authority.    For my own part, I think I am prepared to die
for Divine truth.    I have examined myself severely, but I
do not think I should falter.    Indeed, can there bo for man
a nobler duty than to be the champion of God ?    But ther^
the question of the Churches interferes.     If there were
only one Church, I could see my way.    Without a Church
there can be no true religion, because otherwise you have
no security for the truth. . I am a member of the Church
of England, and when I was at Oxford I thought the An-
glican view might be sustained.    But of late I have given
my mind deeply to these matters, for after all they are the
only matters a man should think of; and I confess to you
the claim of Borne to orthodoxy seems to me irresistible,

'You make no distinction, then, between religion and
orthodoxy/ said Theodora.

* Certainly I make no difference.1
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